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Human Eights Working Group and US Interest Cases 
SECSTATE WASHDC 

BUENOS AIRES 0149 

REF: (a) Buenos Aires 7^29, (b) Buenos Aires 8297 

1. Counselor Edgardo Flores, a career diplomat, has recently come to 
the Foreign Ministry's human rights working group from his former 
post in Switzerland. Flores served a total of six years in the US 
in the early 1960s, four in the Argentine Embassy in Washington, and 
two in the consulate in New York. He has two children born in the 
US. Flores' English is excellent, although our discussions are held 
in Spanish. Captain Hoberto Seisdedos has now proceeded to his new 
command in Trelew and, according to Flores, will not be replaced by 
a Navy (or other military) officer in the working group. The group 
is now headed by Counselor Juan Carlos Arlia, another career diplo- 
mat. The working group is located in office of Under Secretary 
Allara, and is probably to be overseen by Navy Captain Santoianni 
of the Under Secretary's staff. 


2. In two meetings with Emboffs, Flores has been friendly and 
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correct; also Increasingly frank aboi 


information he is able to get from the Interior Ministry in 

On 

answer to informal Embassy inquiries. /Ssdfflgn&I'an. 6k he 
informed Emboff that due to its heavy workload the Interior 
Ministry is no longer able to make checks on cases without more 
detailed information, i.e. the full name, birth date, address, 
identification card number, parents' names and address, if known, 
etc. Without refusing to take names lacking the additional inform- 
ation, Flores indicated that it is doubtful the Interior Ministry 
eould. or would Hsk take the time to run checks. 

3. In answer to general questions asked in a previous meeting, 
Flores said that the Interior Ministry does not intend to inform 
foreign embassies of the specific charges against Argentine 
citizens being held under the state of siege. Anyway, he 
remarked, in most cases. the answer would only be that the 
person is being held on suspicion of committing acts against 
the national security (subversive acts or affiliation). 

Flores also said that the Interior Ministry would not reveal the 
names of those on the "Christmas lists" who have actually been 
released or of those who have been turned over to the courts 
to answer civil or criminal charges. As the Ministry of 
Justice is responsible for civil and criminal proceedings, 

Flores said, relatives would have to query the Justice Ministry 
for information on specific cases. (Embassy continues to seek 
| information on the significance of these lists, hut we increasingly 
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hear allegations that a large number of those appearing on 
these lists have not returned to their homes and we are only 


aware of a few who have been remanded to the normal judicial 


4. Flores also advised that the Interior Ministry does not intend 
to "facilitate" access of foreign consular officials to detainees 
in the case of third -country nationals and Argentines. The 
issue arose during an earlier discussion about the parole program: 
whether consular, officers would be able to interview detained 
refugees who might potentially be considered for parole into 
the US either in jail or some other location. The question is 
also pertinent to the new program of the Interior Ministry to allow 
detained Argentines to petition to leave the country if accepted 
by a foreign country. (We have several cases — Juan Carlos , 
Gallardo, Juan Mendez, Dora Goldfarb — in which the family has 
asked whether the Embassy could provide a visa should their 
relative he authorized to leave the country. The Embassy was 
interested in knowing how the required visa interview might take 
place, since the detainee would probably not be released from 
jail to make a personal appearance to the consular officer. 

Although we have no test cases yet, it appears that the Interior 
Ministry does not intend to simplify the problem of access 
should such a case arise.) 

5. On Antonio Misetich $rVXXX$-, Flores said the Argentine 
Embassy's reply was In error, that Misetich was not in the . 
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Argentine Ambassador has received instructions to correct any 
misunderstandings on this case, he said. 

6. Flores said the status of Juan Mendez was unchanged (reftel 

yesterday 

A). (Embassy heard from Mendez' father teiar/morning that a 

decree authorizing him to leave the country lacked only the 

President's signature. See septel.) 

On Jan. 6 

7. /Embassy ±sday asked for information on Claudia Ines Peiro, 

Mr. and Mrs. Americo Delia Sady, Angel Bustalo, Edmundo and 

Susanna Szapiro, and Miguel Angel Poinsteau (Amcit mother). 

From Flores' discussion. Embassy does not expect replies will 

be forthcoming unless more identification can be obtained. 

on Jan. 6 

8. Juan Mendez' father told Emboff iaday/that he received letter 
from Cong. Koch in December saying- Koch and group of congressmen 
intend to submit a bill when January session opens requesting 
expansion of parole program to include Argentine citizens. 
Embassy would appreciate learning of further developments. 

9. Embassy has learned from wife of Juan Carlos Gallardo, who 

we note is subject of considerable Department communication, that 
Professor Gallardo is currently being held in Sierra Chica prison 
in Buenos Aires province, that she has visited him and he wishes 
to go to US, and that he has submitted petition to leave the 
country (see reftel B). 

10. COMMENT: In view of Flores' comments, Embassy would appreci- 



